
A Rare Treasure 
 

Edmonds Marsh is a remnant of what 
was originally an estimated 40-acre 
barrier estuary and marsh complex, a 
rare geologic and biologically rich 
coastal ecosystem.  Development has 
reduced the marsh to 22.5 acres, which 
is preserved for wildlife habitat, water 
quality, and public enjoyment. 
 

Uninvited Guests 
 

An invasive species is usually defined as 
a non-native species (plant or animal) 
that adversely affects the habitat it has 
invaded.  Invasive plants affect native 
wildlife by replacing native plants needed 
for food, shelter and nesting.  Edmonds 
Marsh has been invaded by a number of 
these “uninvited guests”. 

 
 

Habitat Diversity 
 

Transitional life zones exist along a 
gradient of fresh to saltwater in the 
Edmonds Marsh.  Freshwater is 
supplied by Willow and Shellabarger 
Creeks, and mixes with saltwater from 
Puget Sound during high tides.  
Although cattails and other freshwater 
vegetation are dominant, the lower 
reaches of the marsh, where the 
salinity is higher, are the most 
biologically productive. 

 
  

The most obvious plant in the marsh is 
the cattail, Typha latifolia (above), 
which can only grow in freshwater.  
Some Northwest tribes used cattail 
leaves to weave mats and othe r 
household articles, and early settlers 
used the seed fluff to stuff pillows and 
mattresses.  Cattails provide food and 
habitat  for many marsh an imals , 
including wrens, blackbirds, ducks and 
muskrats. 

Salicornia virginica (above) 
is known by the common 
names American glass-
wort, and pickleweed.  
Glasswort comes from the 
fact that this plant was 
used to supply alkali for 
glass-making prior to the 
19th century.  Pickleweed 
refers to the appearance of 
the small, round, fleshy 
branches, which look like 
p ick les .   Look  fo r  th i s 
perennial plant in the high 
salinity zones of Edmonds 
Marsh. 

Himalayan blackberry, 
Rubus discolor (right), 
grows in the upland ripar-
ian zone bordering the 
marsh.  This European 
species, originally intro-
duced for fruit production, 
is highly invasive and 
widespread throughout 
Western Washington. 

Purple loosestrife, Lythrum salicaria 
(left), is native to Europe and Asia.  
It arrived on the East coast of the 
US in the 1800’s in the ballast of 
ships, and has been repeatedly 
in t roduced as  an ornamenta l 
garden plant.   
 
Because of its invasive spread and 
harmful impacts to wetlands, it is 
now illegal to buy or sell in the state 
of Washington.  Biological controls 
(introducing living organisms that 
eat the plant) have been used with 
some success against purple 
loosestrife.   

Look for  the ta l l  sp ikes wi t h 
magenta flowers in July in the 
freshwater zone of the Edmonds 
Marsh. 



The Future Marsh 
 
The Edmonds Marsh has undergone many 
changes in the past 140 years.  Today many 
options exist for restoring the marsh to a 
previous level of ecological function, while al-
so meeting the residential, business, and 
transportation needs of the community. 

 

Discover 

Edmonds Marsh 
 

 Ecologically unique 

 Wildlife sanctuary 

 Interpretive walkway 

 Bird-viewing areas 
 

Historical Timeline 
 

1870 George Brackett buys property in 
 what will become Edmonds. 

 

1880 Ditches built to drain marshy land 
 near the waterfront. 
 

1889 First sawmill built in town and log-
 ging of surrounding hills expands. 

 

1892 Great Northern Railway tracks and 
 dike along shoreline completed. 

 

1920 Portions of the marsh start being 
 used for farms and as pasture. 

 

1923 Union Oil (later Unocal) starts  
 operation of its bulk fuel terminal. 
 

1962 Saltwater inflow to the marsh elimi-
 nated by piping freshwater outlet and 
 installing a tide gate.  Freshwater 
 cattails begin to dominate marsh 
 vegetation. 

 

1970 Filling of marsh for development     
 begins, ultimately reducing it to its 
 present size of 22.5 acres. 

 

1981 The marsh is deeded to the City of 
 Edmonds by Unocal. 

 

1988 The tide gate is reopened allowing 
 saltwater to once again flow into the 
 marsh, beginning the wetland’s         
 return to its pre-development 
 saltwater condition. The marsh is  al-
so  channelized to help drain  storm-
water runoff. 

 

1991 Unocal bulk fuel terminal closes. 
 

1993 Cleanup of Unocal site begins. 
 

2004 Construction begins of condos on 
 bluff where Unocal tank farm stood. 

The Edmonds Marsh (located south of 
Harbor Square, at Dayton Street, west 
of SR 104) is a habitat for  over 200 
species of resident and migratory 
birds.  Great Blue Herons are frequently 
observed foraging there, and a heron 
nesting colony is located in the trees 
bordering the south side of the marsh. 

Willow Creek flows into Puget Sound through a 
pipe over 1200 feet in length, restricting access 
to  the  marsh  fo r anadromous fish. The 
planned “daylighting” of the creek will benefit juvenile 
and adult salmon and other birds and wildlife, 
and the increase in salinity in the marsh wil l  begin 
to el iminate invasive plant species that are not 
tolerant of saltwater. 
 
In 2007 The City of Edmonds acquired an additional 
acre on the south side of the marsh, including 
the Willow Creek Fish Hatchery.  Restoration of 
in-stream habitat for spawning salmon has 
begun, along with replanting of streamside 
vegetation. A Wildlife Habitat and Native Plant 
Demonstration Garden, developed and maintained by 
volunteers, is located at the entrance to the hatchery 
(95 Pine Street), which is open to the public. 
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